
ALBERTA
(1906- )

Magistrates (1906-1973)
Provincial Court (Small Claims Division) (1980-1990)
Justices of the Peace (1906- )
Provincial Court (1973- )
Provincial Court (Criminal Division) (1980- )
Provincial Court (Civil Division) (1990- )

District Court (1907- ?)
District Court Judges’ Criminal Court

(1907- ?)

Surrogate Court (1967- ) Supreme Court (Trial Division) (1907-1979) 
Court of Queen’s Bench (Trial Division) (1979-2022) 
Court of King's Bench (Trial Division) (2022-  )

Supreme Court en banc (1907-
1913)

Supreme Court (Appellate Division)
(1913-1979)

Court of Appeal (1979- )

Juvenile Court (1914-1980)
Family Court (1952-1980)
Provincial Court (Juvenile Division)
(1980-1984)
Provincial Court (Family Division) (1980- )
Provincial Court (Youth Division) (1984- )

BRITISH
COLUMBIA /
Columbie-Britannique
(1867- )

Magistrates (1867-1969)
Small Debts Court (1886-1969)
Justices of the Peace (1867- )
Provincial Court (1969- )
Provincial Court (Small Claims Division) (1969- )

County Court (1867-1990)
County Court Judges’ Criminal Court

(1888-1990)

Supreme Court of Vancouver Island (1867-1870)
Supreme Court of Civil Justice of British Columbia

(1867-1870)
Court of Assize & Nisi Prius (1872-1990)
Court of Oyer & Terminer & General Gaol Delivery

(1879-1990)
Supreme Court (1870- )

Divisional Court (1885-1897)
Supreme Court – Full Court (1870-

1911)
Court of Appeal (1909- )

Juvenile Court (1910-1963)
Family Court (1948-1963)
Family & Children’s Court (1963-1969)
Provincial Court (Family Division) (1969- )
Youth Justice Court (1984- )

Vice-Admiralty Court
(1867-1891)

MANITOBA
(1871- )

Provincial Judges Court (Criminal Division) (1973-1983)
Justices of the Peace/Juges de paix (1871- )
Magistrates/Magistrats (1871- )
Provincial Court (Criminal Division)/Cour provinciale

(Division criminelle) (1983- )

Court of Petty Sessions
(1871-1872)

County Court (1872-1984)
County Court Judges’ Criminal Court

(1883-1984)

Surrogate Court (1881-1984) General Court (1835-1872)
Supreme Court (1871-1872)
Court of Assize & Nisi Prius & of Oyer & Terminer & General

Gaol Delivery (1873-1987)
Court of Queen’s Bench/Cour du Banc de la Reine (1872-2022)
Court of King’s Bench/Cour du Banc du Roi (2022-  )

Court of Queen’s Bench in banc
(1872-1906)

Court of Appeal/Cour d’appel
(1906- )

Vice-Admiralty Court
(1871-1891)

NEW BRUNSWICK /
NOUVEAU- BRUNSWICK
(1786- )

Court of General Sessions of the Peace (1786- ?)
Inferior Court of Common Pleas (1786-1867)
Parish Court (1876-1952)
Magistrates (1826-1969)
Justices of the Peace/Juges de paix (1786- )
Provincial Court/Cour provinciale (1969- )
Small Claims Court/Cour des petites créances (1999-2010), (2012- )

County Court (1867-1979) Court of Probate/Cour des successions
(1786- )

Court of Chancery (1786-1890)
Supreme Court of Judicature (1786-1910) 
Supreme Court in Equity (1890-1910) 
Supreme Court
• Chancery Division (1910-1966)
• Queen’s Bench Division (1910-1979) Court of Oyer & Terminer

& General Gaol Delivery/
Cour d’oyer & terminer & de délivrance générale des prisons (1786- ?) 
Court of Queen’s Bench (Trial Division)/Cour du Banc de la Reine
        (Division de première instance) (1979-2022)
Court of King’s Bench (Trial Division)/Cour du Banc du Roi 
      (Division de première instance) (2022-  )

Supreme Court in Term
(1786-1910)

Supreme Court en banc
(1910-1913)

Court of Appeal/Cour d’appel
(1913- )

Vice-Admiralty Court
(1786-1891)

NEWFOUNDLAND &
LABRADOR /
TERRE-NEUVE-ET-
LABRADOR (1786- )

Court of General and Quarter Sessions (1833-1990)
Magistrates (1729-1979)
Justices of the Peace (1833- )
Provincial Court (1974- )

Court of Oyer & Terminer & General Gaol Delivery
(1852- ?)

Court of Labrador (1872- ?)
Supreme Court (1791-1975)
Supreme Court (General Division) (1975- )

Supreme Court en banc (1833-1975)
Court of Appeal (1975- )

Family Court (1952-1978)
Juvenile Court (1944-1984)
Unified Family Court (1978-2010)
Youth Court (1984- )
Supreme Court (Family Division (1975- )
Provincial Court (Family Division) (1978-)

Marine Court of Enquiry
(1866- ?)

Vice-Admiralty Court
(1833-1891)

NOVA SCOTIA /
NOUVELLE-ÉCOSSE
(1758- )

General Court of Court of Judicature (1721-1749)
Court of General or Quarter Sessions of the Peace (1758- ?)
Rotation Court (1792-1817)
Inferior Court of Common Pleas (1752-1841)
Court of Commissioners (1807-1851)
Court of Escheat (1811-1859)
Magistrates (1827-1985)
Municipal Court (1888-1985)
Justices of the Peace (1758- )
Provincial Court (1985- )
Small Claims Court (1981- )

County Court (1873-1993)
County Court Judges’ Criminal Court

(1889-1993)

Court of Probate (1758- ) Court of Nisi Prius (1794- ?)
Court of Assize & General Gaol Delivery (1758- ?)
Court of Oyer & Terminer (1758- ?)
Court of Chancery (1797-1856)
Supreme Court (1758-1966)
Supreme Court (Trial Division) (1966-1993)
Supreme Court (General Division) (1993- )

Supreme Court in banco (1758-1966)
Supreme Court (Appeal Division)

(1966-1993)
Court of Appeal (1993- )

Court of Marriage & Divorce (1841-1866)
Court for Divorce & Matrimonial Causes

(1866-1972)
Juvenile Court (1917-1986)
Family Court (1972- )
Youth Justice Court (1985- )
Supreme Court (Family Division) (1993- )

NORTHWEST
TERRITORIES /
TERRITOIRES DU
NORD-OUEST (1875- )

Magistrates (1875-1978)
Justices of the Peace (1875- )
Territorial Court (1978- )

Supreme Court (1886-1953)
Territorial Court (1953-1972)
Supreme Court (1972- )

Supreme Court en banc
(1886-1907)

Court of Appeal (1971- )

Juvenile Court (1967-1984)
Supreme Court (1972- )
Youth Justice Court (1984- )

ONTARIO
(1792- )

District Court (1794-1849)
County Court (1849-1913)
County Court Judges’ Criminal Court

(1873-1985)
County/District Court (1913-1985)
District Court (1985-1990)

Court of Probate (1793-1858)
Surrogate Court (1793-1990)

Juvenile Court (1916-1960)
Family Court (1937-1960)
Juvenile & Family Court

(1960-1968)
Provincial Court (Family Division)

(1968-1990)
Unified Family Court

(Hamilton-Wentworth) (1977- 1994 )
Ontario Court of Justice

(Provincial Division) (1990- 1994 )
Superior Court of Justice (Family Court)

(1994- )
Ontario Court of Justice (1999- )

Vice-Admiralty Court
(1792-1891)
Maritime Court

(1877-1911)

NUNAVUT
(1999- )

(NWT) Justices of the Peace (1875-1999)
Justices of the Peace (1999- )
(NWT) Territorial Court (1978-1999)

(NWT) Supreme Court (1978-1999)
Court of Justice (1999- )

(NWT) Court of Appeal (1971-1999)
Court of Appeal (1999- )

(NWT) Supreme Court (1972-1999)
(NWT) Youth Court (1984-1999)
Court of Justice (1999- )
Youth Justice Court (1999- )

Family Court (1953-1973)
Juvenile Court (1940-1974)
Provincial Judges Court (Family Division) (1973-1983)
Provincial Court (Family Division)/Cour provinciale

(Division de la famille) (1983- )
Court of Queen’s Bench (Family Division)/ Cour du Banc

de la Reine (Division de la famille) (1984-2022)
Court of King’s Bench (Family Division)/Cour du 
      Banc du Roi (Division de la famille) (2022-  )

Circuit Court (1833-1872)
District Court (1833-1986)
District Court Judges’ Criminal Court

(1949-1986)

1. Starting Point: For most jurisdictions the starting point used is the year of the first general assembly of that
jurisdiction. Courts listed as commencing in that year may in fact predate the first general assembly. The starting
point used for British Columbia is the union of the colonies of Vancouver Island and British Columbia. The
starting points used for the Yukon and the Northwest Territories are the dates of the enactment of the statutes
establishing those territories.

2. CommencementDates: Some of the commencement dates of the earlier courts may not be precise.
3. Magistrates’ Courts:There have traditionally been many varieties of magistrates’ courts (stipendiary, police,
provincial, district, county and local.) These are listed simply as “Magistrates”.

1. Point de départ:Pour la plupart des juridictions, le point de départ utilisé est l’année de la première assemblée
générale de chaque juridiction. Les cours dont le début remonte, selon les indications fournies, à cette année
peuvent en fait avoir été créées avant la date de la première assemblée générale. Le point de départ utilisé dans le
cas de la Colombie-Britannique est l’union des colonies de l’île de Vancouver et de la Colombie-Britannique. Les
points de départ utilisés dans le cas du Yukon et des Territoires du Nord-Ouest sont les dates de la promulgation
des lois établissant ces territoires.

2. Les dates du début de ces cours:Certaines des dates du début des cours plus anciennes ne sont pas précises.
3. Les cours de magistrat: Il y a eu traditionnellement une variété de cours de magistrat (correctionnelle, de police,
provinciale, de district, de comté et locale). Celles-ci sont énumérées simplement comme “magistrats”.

QUÉBEC
(1793- )

Cour des requêtes (? -1793)
Cour du recorder (1851-1953)
Cour des sessions générales ou des sessions spéciales

de la paix (1793-1964)
Cour des commissaires (1843-1964)
Magistrats (1795-1966)
Tribunal du travail (1969-1988)
Cour des sessions de la paix (1888-1988)
Cour provinciale (1793-1845?), (1966-1988)
Tribunal des juges de paix (1770- )
Cour municipale (1953- )
Cour du Québec
(Chambre criminelle et pénale) (1988- )
(Chambre de l’expropriation) (1988-1998)
(Chambre civile) (1988- )

Cour des plaids communs (? -1793)
Cour du Banc de la Reine (1793-1975)
Cour de circuit (1793-1953)
Cour de circuit du district de Montréal (1892-1953)
Cour d’oyer & terminer & de délivrance générale

des prisons (1793-1964)
Cour supérieure (1849- )

Cour d’appel provinciale
(1793-1849)

Cour supérieure de révision
(1888-1920)

Cour du Banc de la Reine (juridiction
d’appel) (1849-1966)

Cour d’appel (1966- )

Cour des jeunes délinquants de
Montréal (1910-1950)

Cour des jeunes délinquants de Québec
(1940-1950)

Cour de bien-être social (1950-1978)
Tribunal de la jeunesse (1978-1988)
Cour supérieure (1849- )
Cour du Québec

(Chambre de la jeunesse) (1988- )

Cour de Vice-Amirauté
(1793-1891)

PRINCE EDWARD
ISLAND / îLE-DU-
PRINCE-EDOUARD
(1773- )

County Court (1873-1975)
County Court Judges’ Criminal Court

(1922-1975)

Surrogate Court (1843-1939)
Court of Probate (of Wills)

(1773-1960)
Supreme Court (Estates Division)

(1960-1987)
Supreme Court (Trial Division)

[Estates Section] (1987-2009)
Supreme Court (Estates Section) (2009- )

Court of Chancery (1773-1975)
Supreme Court of Judicature (1773-1975)
Supreme Court (General Division) (1975-1987)
Supreme Court (Trial Division) [General Section]

(1987-2009)
Supreme Court (General Section) (2009- )

Court of Appeal in Equity
(1869-1975)

Supreme Court in banco
(1773-1987)

Supreme Court (Appeal Division)
(1987-2009)

Court of Appeal (2009- )

Court of Divorce (1833-1975)
Juvenile Court (1910-1975)
Supreme Court (Family Division)

(1975-1987)
Supreme Court (Trial Division)

[Family Section] (1987-2009)
Supreme Court (Family Section) (2009- )
Provincial Court (Youth Justice Court) (1988- )

Vice-Admiralty Court
(1773-1891)

SASKATCHEWAN
(1906- )

Magistrates (1906-1978)
Justices of the Peace (1906- )
Provincial Court (1978- )

District Court (1907-1981)
District Court Judges’ Criminal Court

(1907-1981)

Surrogate Court (1907- ) Supreme Court (1907-1918) 
Court of Queen’s Bench (Trial Division) (1918-2022)
Court of King’s Bench (Trial Division) (2022-  )

Supreme Court en banc
(1907-1918)

Court of Appeal (1918- )

Family Court (1975-1978)
Juvenile Court (1917-1990)
Unified Family Court (1978- )
Youth Court (1988- )
Court of Queen’s Bench (Family Law Division)  (1994-2022)
Court of King’s Bench (Family Law Division) (2022-  )

YUKON
(1898- )

Magistrates (1898-1980)
Small Debts Court (1908-1980)
Justices of the Peace (1898- )
Small Claims Court (1980- )
Territorial Court (1980- )

Territorial Court (1898-1971)
Supreme Court (1971- )

Territorial Court en banc (1898-1914)
Court of Appeal (1971- )

Juvenile Court (1945-1987)
Supreme Court (1971- )
Youth Justice Court (1987- )

Small Debt Court (1860-1873)
Magistrates (1875-1975)
Supreme Court (General Division) [Small Claims Section]

(1975-1987)
Justices of the Peace (1773- )
Provincial Court (1975- )
Supreme Court (Trial Division) [Small Claims Section] (1987-2009)
Supreme Court (Small Claims Section) (2009- )

Court of Impeachment (1859-1869)
Practice Court (1850-1877)
Court of Queen’s Bench (1794-1881)
Court of Chancery (1837-1881)
Court of Common Pleas (1849-1881)
Supreme Court of Judicature (High Court of Justice)

• Queen’s Bench Division (1881-1913)
• Common Pleas Division (1881-1913)
• Chancery Division (1881-1913)
• Exchequer Division (1903-1913)

Court of Assize & Nisi Prius & of Oyer & Terminer
& General Gaol Delivery (1792-1914)

Supreme Court of Ontario (High Court Division)
(1913-1931)

Ontario Court of Justice (General Division) (1990-1999)
Superior Court of Justice (1999- )

Court of Error & Appeal (1850-1876)
Court of Appeal (1876-1913)
Supreme Court of Ontario (Appellate

Division) (1913-1931)
Divisional Court (1881-1913), (1972- )
Court of Appeal (1931- )

The following is an overview of the Canadian court system, both past and present. It is provided for reference when assessing the 
weight to be given to any particular case, and for aid when the case law deals with procedural issues which may depend on the 
court structures in existence at a given time. Existing courts are set out in bold face type, their predecessors in light face type. The 
information is current to September 2022.

Un aperçu du système judiciaire canadien actuel et de son historique est ici offert. Il est fourni à titre de référence pour permettre 
d’évaluer la portée d’une décision particulière, et à titre d’aide lorsque la jurisprudence présente des questions d’ordre procédural 
qui peuvent dépendre des structures qui caractérisent le système judiciaire à une époque donnée. Les cours actuelles apparaissent 
en caractères gras et celles qui les ont précédées - en caractères pâles. Ces données sont valides jusqu’en septembre 2022.

Court of Requests (1792-1841)
Court of General Quarter Sessions of the Peace

(1801-1869)
Recorders’ Court (1857-1869)
Magistrates (1859-1969)
Division Court (1841-1970)
Court of General Sessions of the Peace (1869-1985)
Small Claims Court (1972-1985)
Provincial Court (Criminal Division) (1968-1990)
Provincial Court (Civil Division) [Small Claims Court]

(1985-1990)
Justices of Peace (1792- )
Ontario Court of Justice (General Division)

[Small Claims Court] (1990-1999)
Ontario Court (Provincial Division) (1990-1999)
Small Claims Court (1999- )
Ontario Court of Justice (1999- )
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Canadian Court System 
Système judiciaire canadien
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This Chart is intended to facilitate research using the Canadian Abridgment, Canada’s premier
legal research classification system. A copy is provided free of charge to Canadian Abridgment
print subscribers and is available digitally on Westlaw Canada. For more information please call
1-800-387-5164.

Ce tableau vise à faciliter la recherche à l’aide du Canadian Abridgment, le système de
classification de recherche juridique le plus important au Canada. Une copie de ce tableau est
fournie gratuitement aux abonnés à la version imprimée de Canadian Abridgment et est
disponible en format numérique sur Westlaw Canada. Pour plus d'informations, veuillez
téléphoner au 1-800-387-5164.

Exchequer Court of Canada (1875-1971)
Exchequer Court of Canada (1891-1971) (Admiralty Issues)
Exchequer Court of Canada - Divorce (1968-1971)
Board of Referees (1917- 1923) (Taxation Issues)
Exchequer Court (1923-1946) (Taxation Issues)
Income Tax Appeal Board (1946-1950) (Taxation Issues)
Tax Appeal Board/Exchequer Court (1950-1970) (Taxation Issues)
Tax Review Board /Federal Court (1970-1983) (Taxation Issues)
Tax Court of Canada/Federal Court (1983-1990) (Taxation Issues)
Court Martial Appeal Board (1950-1959)
Federal Court (2003-)
Federal Court - Appeal Division (1971-2003)
Federal Court of Appeal (2003-)
Tax Court of Canada (1991- )
Court Martial Appeal Court (1959- )

COURS FÉDÉRALES
(1875- )

Cour de l’Échiquier du Canada (1875-1971)
Cour de l’Échiquier du Canada (1891-1971) (Questions sur l’admirauté)
Cour de l’Échiquier du Canada : section des divorces (1968-1971)
Commission des arbitres (1917- 1923) (Questions sur l’impôt)
Cour de l’Échiquier (1923-1946) (Questions sur l’impôt)
Commission d’appel sur l’impôt sur le revenu (1946-1950) (Questions sur l’impôt)
Commission d’appel de l’impôt / Cour de l’Échiquier (1950-1970) (Questions sur l’impôt)
Commission de révision de l’impôt / Cour de l’Échiquier (1971-1983) (Questions sur l’impôt)
Cour canadienne de l’impôt / Cour fédérale du Canada (1983-1990) (Questions sur l’impôt)
Conseil d’appel des cours martiales (1950-1959)
Cour fédérale (2003- )
Cour fédérale divisionnaire (1971-2003)
Cour d’appel fédérale (2003- )
Cour canadienne de l’impôt (1991- )
Cour d’appel des cours martiales (1959- )

FEDERAL COURTS
(1875- )

COUR SUPRÊME DU
CANADA
(1875 -)

La Cour suprême du Canada a été établie en 1875 comme la cour d’appel finale au Canada. La possibilité d’en appeler au Comité
judiciaire du Conseil privé en matière criminelle a été abolie en 1933 et en matière civile en 1949.

SUPREME COURT
OF CANADA
(1875 - )

The Supreme Court of Canada was established in 1875 as the final Canadian court of appeal for
all jurisdictions. Further appeal to the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council was abolished for
criminal matters in 1933 and for civil matters in 1949.

Vice-Admiralty Court
(1764-1891)

Court of Governor & Council (1791-1860)
Juvenile Court (1944-1987)
Court of Divorce & Matrimonial Causes/ Cour des
     divorces et des causes matrimoniales (1860- ?) 
Provincial Court (Family Division)/Cour provinciale
     (Division de la famille) (1972- ?)
Provincial Court (Youth Court) (1987-)
Court of Queen’s Bench (Family Division)/Cour du Banc
     de la Reine (Division de la famille) (1979-2022)
Court of King’s Bench (Family Division)/Cour du Banc
     du Roi (Division de la famille) (2022-  )




